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the general welfare of his people. In addition the Council
deemed it advisable to record at greater length His
Majesty's control over governmental employes and offi-
cials, particularly his prerogative of removing or dismissing
any of them from office. About the last point, however, a
controversy arose in connection with the Ministry of Jus-
tice. The majority, including myself, held that the Em-
peror's power of dismissal applied to the Department of
Justice also, while the minority argued for an irremovable
judiciary holding office under the law of Alexander II.
The Council of Ministers then proceeded to define the
Emperor's exclusive privilege of minting coins, his power
to proclaim martial law or a state of siege, to grant amnesty,
to exempt from taxation, to define the areas of freedom of
dwelling, and to condemn private property for public use*
Furthermore, the Council considered it necessary to state
that the Emperor possesses absolutely unlimited control
over his estate and personal property, including securities,
and over the management of the Department of the Im-
perial Court. In order to avoid misunderstanding, con-
firmation was also given to the fact that high government
officials may not be subjected to criminal prosecution or
sentenced by the properly instituted authorities without the
Emperor's previous consent; likewise that members of the
privileged classes may not be deprived of their rights with-
out such consent
Because the fundamental laws would, unlike ordinary
statutes, be susceptible of revision only at the Emperor's
command, it was deemed advantageous to include the most
important provisions of the recent enactments regarding the
imperial budget. For similar reasons a clause was incor-
porated to the effect that whenever the quota of recruits to
be called out for military training during a given year was
not fixed before May ist, the same number as in the preced-
ing year should be summoned. The particular object of